
South Dakota Department of the Military 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 

SDNG Deployment 

Ceremony 

2 

NAMI Homefront 3 

Four-Generation Art 

Show 

4 

Sea of Goodwill Eq-

uine Experience 

5 

VFW State Com-

mander Honored 

6 

Rosebud Stand 

Down 

6 

Agent Orange Fo-

rum 

7 

Aim to Win 8 

Upcoming Events 9 

Inside this issue: 

JULY 20, 2017 

     Tuesday, while in 
Brookings for “Capitol for 
the Day”, Governor Dau-
gaard and First Lady Linda 
Daugaard took time out of 
their busy schedule to visit 
the Brookings County Vet-
erans Memorial. 
     Gov. Dennis Daugaard 
had the opportunity to vis-
it with Harry Jones who 
designed the memorial 
and spearheaded the drive 
to bring it to completion in 
1991. 
     Gov. Dennis Daugaard poses for a photo with members of the local Roll-
ing Thunder chapter at the Brookings County Veterans Memorial on Tues-

day afternoon. 
     The SD Department of Vet-
erans Affairs maintains a di-
rectory of all veterans memo-
rials in South Dakota —— the 
directory can be found at:  
http://vetaffairs.sd.gov/
resources/Veterans%
20Memorials.pdf 

 

 

Governor visits Brookings veterans 

memorial 

Gov. Daugaard poses with members of the local 

Rolling Thunder Chapter  
Photos courtesy of John Kubal/The 

Brookings Register. 
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     Family, friends and colleagues gathered at 
the "Shrine of Democracy," Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial, July 17, for a deployment 
ceremony in honor of the South Dakota Army 
National Guard's 216th Engineer Detachment 
(Firefighting Team). 
     Supporters of the unit assembled at the mon-
ument's amphitheater under the faces of past 
presidents to say farewell to the three soldiers of 
Rapid City-based 216th as they depart for a nine
-month tour to Romania. 
     "On behalf of all of South Dakota, I thank you 
for your service, your courage, your willingness 
to step forward and protect that which gives us 
wonderful opportunities in America," said Gov. 
Dennis Daugaard during the ceremony. "For 
that I thank you and I wish you Godspeed and 
God bless you." 
     The mission of the 216th is to provide com-
mand and control of attached firefighting teams 
to provide fire protection of aviation assets, facil-
ities and installations in the European Com-
mand area of operation.  
     Since the 9/11 terrorist attacks on the United 
States, this is the second mobilization for the 
216th, which deployed to Iraq in support of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom in 2003-2005. 
     "One hundred years ago today, the South Dakota National Guard was completely mobilized dur-
ing World War I, and 20 years after that it was again totally mobilized for Word War II," said Maj. 
Gen. Tim Reisch, SDNG adjutant general, to the audience. "Make no mistake about it, we have a 
three-man unit deploying overseas today. This is a big deal too. This is a part of our history and a 

part of our legacy that we are creating today." 
     The unit will also deploy with three assigned Army Na-
tional Guard firefighting teams from Hawaii, South Caroli-
na and Idaho, as well as one active-duty Army unit. The 
216th will report to Fort Bliss, Texas, to complete several 
weeks of theater-specific training prior to deployment 
overseas.  
 

National guard unit honored during 

deployment ceremony 
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     The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. has announced that Den-
nis Sharp of Fort Pierre, SD, has achieved All-American status as a De-
partment Commander.   
     Sharp, commander of the Department of South Dakota, is one of 
only 13 state commanders worldwide to earn the title of All-
American Commander. To achieve this honor, Department com-
manders must meet strict requirements in their role to include excep-
tional leadership, authentic accomplishment in membership growth 
and strong support of VFW core programs.  
     “The All-American Commanders have attained this coveted title 
through outstanding achievements in membership growth and par-
ticipation in VFW programs,” said VFW National Commander Brian 
Duffy. “They are a fine example of VFW leadership. Their hard work 
and dedication to the mission and values of our organization has rightly earned them this great 
honor.” 

Vfw honors sd state commander 
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July 21-22 Veterans Rally—W.H. Lyons Fairgrounds—Sioux Falls 
July 22—PVA Annual Poker Run—Thirsty Duck Bar and Grill (945 S. Marion Rd) Sioux Falls— 11:00 am (CT) 
July 22—American Legion State Commander Hugh Holmes Homecoming—Post 18—11:00 am (CT) 
July 25—Veterans Stand Down—Rosebud Sioux Tribe Veterans Affairs Building—Rosebud—10:00 am (CT) 
Aug 5—American Legion State Auxiliary President Elvira Rose Homecoming—Post 17—1:00 pm (CT) 
Aug 10—Veterans Town Hall Meeting—Senior Center—Aberdeen—6:00 pm (CT) 
Aug 10-13—The Vietnam Wall—I-90 Information Center—Chamberlain 
Aug 14-17—SDDVA Annual Benefits School—Pierre—Ramkota 
Aug 16—Sioux Falls VA Show and Shine—VA Parking Lot—5:30 pm (CT) 
Aug 31—Veterans Day at the South Dakota State Fair 
Sept 2—DAV and 727th  13th Annual Poker Run—Brookings 
Sept 9—PVA Trap Shoot—Crooks Gun Club—Sioux Falls 
Sept 11—VA Black Hills Mental Health Summit 
Sept 22 Homeless Veterans Stand Down—VFW Post—Sioux Falls—9:00 am (CT) 
Sept 24—Gold Star Mothers Day 
Sept 25-28 National Women Veterans Art Exhibit—VA Sioux Falls 
Sept 25-26—Aim to Win—Hunters Pointe Shooting Complex—Humboldt 
Sept 28—Women Veterans Conference—Central Baptist Church—Sioux Falls 
Oct 6-8—Fall VFW Conference—Oacoma—Cedar Shores 
Oct 7—Homecomings for VFW State Commander Williamson and VFW State Auxiliary President Alm—
Cedar Shores—Oacoma—6:00 pm (CT) 
Nov 4—Public Agent Orange Forum—Meade County Court House in Sturgis (2nd Floor Commissioners 
Chambers—1300 Sherman Street) 9:00 am and 1:00 pm (MT) 
Nov 9-13—VFW Disabled Veterans Hunt—Gettysburg 
Nov 11-12—Sea of Goodwill Equine Experience Retreat—Joy Ranch—Watertown 
 

2018 
Jan 28-29—VFW Legislative Conference—Ft. Pierre 
Feb 16-18 American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Oacoma 
Jun 7-10—American Legion State Convention—Spearfish 
Jun 14-17—VFW State Convention—Sioux Falls 
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